
D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

56



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

57

U
N

T 
4 

to
 

B
ee

hu
nt

er
D

itc
h

U
N

T 
5 

to
 

B
ee

hu
nt

er
D

itc
h



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

58

U
N

T 
5 

to
 

B
ee

hu
nt

er
D

itc
h

U
N

T 
5 

to
 

B
ee

hu
nt

er
D

itc
h



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

59



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

60



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

61

U
N

T 
6 

to
 

B
ee

hu
nt

er
D

itc
h



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

62



D
es

. N
o.

 1
60

07
59

A
pp

en
di

x 
B

: G
ra

ph
ic

s
B

63



Categorical Exclusion

Appendix C 
Early Coordination



October 9, 2019 

Re: Des. No.: 1600759 
Linton Multi-Use Path 
Bike and Pedestrian Facilities 
Linton City Park to Greene County General Hospital 
City of Linton, Greene County, Indiana 

Dear : 

The City of Linton and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), with oversight by the Indiana 
Department of Transportation (INDOT), intend to proceed with the aforementioned federal-aid 
project to construct a multi-use path along State Road (SR) 54 (A Street NE) and a local unnamed 
road from the east side of Linton City Park to Greene County General Hospital (Des. No. 1600759). 
In addition, the path will extend from its turn north towards Greene County General Hospital to 
CR 1000 W (Lone Tree Road). An additional section of path will extend south-southwest from 
Lezlie Lane through the Linton Shopping Center to tie into the main line of the path.  

This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process. At this 
time, we are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible 
environmental effects (social and natural) associated with this project. Please use the above Des. 
No. and project description in your reply. Your comments will be incorporated into the formal 
environmental study.  Your cooperation in this endeavor is appreciated. 

Project Location and Existing Conditions 
The proposed project is located in western Greene County, on the east side of the City of Linton. 
Specifically, the project is located in Sections 13 and 24, Township 7 North, Range 7 West of 
Stockton Township as depicted on the Linton U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle. 

Existing land uses within the project area are primarily urban residential and commercial. SR 54 
(A Street NE) consists of two 13-foot travel lanes (one in each direction), and a 13-foot center 
turning lane for the majority of the project area. In a portion of the project area, at the stoplight 
near Burger King, SR 54 (A Street NE) consists of two 12-foot to 21-foot travel lanes (one in each 
direction) and a 12-foot right turn lane. The posted speed limit along SR 54 (A Street NE) is 40 
miles per hour (mph). Within the project area, CR 1100 W (Park Road) consists of two 10-foot 
travel lanes.  

3502 Woodview Trace, Suite 150 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 

PHONE: 317.222.3878 • TOLL FREE: 800.423.7422 
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Purpose and Need 
The primary need of the project is the lack of sufficient pedestrian facilities within the City of 
Linton. The need for installation and upgrading of facilities is also identified in Greene County’s 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan.  

The purpose of the project is to provide improved pedestrian and bicycle access through the City 
of Linton.   

Proposed Project 
The current proposed project involves the construction of a multi-use path from the Linton City 
Park to Greene County General Hospital. The multi-use path will extend from the eastern edge 
of the Linton City Park (also called Humphreys Park) at Phil Harris Parkway, and continues east, 
crossing CR 1100 W (Park Road). The multi-use path continues through the parking lot of the 
Linton Shopping Center, along the north side of SR 54 (A Street NE) before turning north to end 
at Greene County General Hospital. In addition, the multi-use path will extend east 0.08 mile, 
from where the multi-use path heads north to the hospital, to CR 1000 W (Lone Tree Road). A 
section of multi-use path will extend 0.11 mile south-southwest from Lezlie Lane to tie into the 
main path section in the Linton Shopping Center. The typical section will include an 8 to 10-foot 
paved path with 2-foot shoulders. An existing 30-inch by 40-inch corrugated metal pipe structure 
will be extended further to the south underneath the multi-use path and an unnamed road on 
the east side of CR 1100 W. Another existing culvert that carries UNT to Beehunter Ditch under 
SR 54 will also need to be extended. The length of the proposed multi-use path is approximately 
1.3 miles. 

The maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan for this project may require some lane closures. Standard 
INDOT signage and flashing beacons will be used to warn motorists and pedestrians of ongoing 
construction. The MOT will be implemented per the Indiana Design Manual guidelines. 

Construction is anticipated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2022. 

Right-of-Way (ROW) 
Within the project limits, the existing ROW extends 20 feet north and south of the SR 54 (A Street 
NE) centerline. The existing ROW extends 20 feet east and west of the CR 1100 W (Park Road) 
centerline. The existing ROW extends 30 feet east and west of the CR 1000 W (Lone Tree Road) 
centerline. The proposed improvements are anticipated to require the acquisition of 
approximately 2.24 acres of permanent ROW for construction of the multi-use path and 0.24 acre 
of temporary ROW for grading. Temporary ROW will revert to the original property owners upon 
completion of the project. Some minimal tree clearing may be required for this project.  

Environmental Resources 
A Red Flag Investigation (RFI) was performed for a 0.5-mile radius for the project area. Several 
“Red Flags” were identified within the 0.5-mile search radius; however, not all will be impacted 
by the proposed project. Three religious facilities (Linton Assembly of God, Trinity Lutheran, and 
First Baptist Church) are located within or immediately adjacent to the project area. One hospital, 
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Greene County General Hospital, is located adjacent to the project area. One recreational facility, 
Linton City Park, is located immediately adjacent to the project area. One pipeline, owned by the 
Linton Municipal Gas Company, is located adjacent to the project area. The contaminated 
groundwater plume of a Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) extends under Linton City 
Park, adjacent to the project area. One stream segment, unnamed tributary (UNT) to Beehunter 
Ditch, is located within the project area. One wetland is located 0.03 mile north of the project 
area. The project is located within the floodplain of UNT to Beehunter Ditch. A Waters of the U.S. 
Determination Report will be prepared for the project. No other “Red Flags” are mapped within 
the immediate vicinity of the project.  

Section 106 
The National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and the Indiana Register of Historic 
Sites and Structures (State Register) were reviewed using the State Historic Architectural and 
Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) and the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and 
Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM). No resources listed in the National Register were identified within or 
near the proposed project area. The Greene County Interim Report (2000) was examined, and it 
was determined that there are potential National Register-eligible properties within the vicinity 
of the project area. The Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory Volume 2: Listing of Historic and Non-
Historic Bridges (February 2009) by Mead & Hunt was reviewed. No bridges listed in or eligible 
for listing in the NRHP are located within the project area. No cemeteries were located near the 
project area. It is anticipated that this project will require full Section 106 due to the western 
terminus which is located within a National Register-eligible park.  

Range-wide Informal Programmatic Consultation 
Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily urban residential and commercial. The City of 
Linton, or their agent, will perform a waters and wetlands investigation and an ecological 
assessment to identify any pertinent resources that may be present. Greene County is within the 
range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). The project appears to fall under the Range-
wide Programmatic Informal Consultation process. Completion of the appropriate determination 
key through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) portal will occur. If a likely determination of “Not Likely to Adversely Affect,” 
or “Likely to Adversely Affect” is reached then additional consultation with the USFWS will occur 
through INDOT.  

Coordination 
This letter is part of the early coordination review process. You are asked to review this 
information and provide any comments you may have relative to anticipated impacts of the 
project on areas in which you have jurisdiction or special expertise. We will incorporate your 
comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. To facilitate the development of 
this project, you are asked to reply within 30 calendar days of receipt of this letter. If no response 
is received by that date, it will be assumed that your agency feels that there will be no adverse 
effects incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should you find that an extension 
to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount may be granted upon request.  
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If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact Ruth Hook at 317. 
222.3880 or rhook@lochgroup.com. Additionally, should you want to contact the sponsor of this 
project, City of Linton, please contact the Street Commissioner, Tim Turpen, at 812.847.4971 or 
86 S Main Street, Linton, Indiana 47441.    

Thank you in advance for your input. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth Hook, CPESC, CESSWI 
Environmental Biologist 
Lochmueller Group, Inc. 

Attachments: 
General Location Map
USGS Quadrangle Map
Red Flag Investigation Maps
Project Aerial Map
Photo Location Map
Photographs

Distribution List: 
USFWS, Bloomington Field Office (electronic submission)
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Indianapolis Office (electronic submission)
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District (electronic submission)
U.S. Housing and Urban Development (electronic submission)
National Park Service
Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Division of Fish and Wildlife (electronic
submission)
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) (electronic submission)
FHWA, Indiana Division (electronic submission)
INDOT, Office of Aviation (electronic submission)
INDOT, Office of Public Involvement (electronic submission)
INDOT, Environmental Services (electronic submission)
INDOT, Vincennes District (electronic submission)
Indiana Geological Survey (electronic submission)
Greene County Highway Department (electronic submission)
Greene County Board of Commissioners (electronic submission)
Greene County Council (electronic submission)
Greene County, Stockton Township Trustee
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Greene County Surveyor’s Office (electronic submission)
City of Linton City Council
City of Linton Mayor’s Office
Greene County Emergency Management Agency (electronic submission)
First Baptist Church
Linton Assembly of God
Trinity Lutheran Church
Greene County General Hospital
City of Linton Parks and Recreation Department
Linton Gas Utility
Greene County Sheriff Department
Greene County Ambulance Service
Linton-Stockton School Corporation
City of Linton Fire Department
City of Linton Police Department (electronic submission)
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Samantha Beaupre

From: Wright, Mary <MWRIGHT@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2019 9:55 AM
To: Beaupre, Samantha
Subject: RE: Linton Multi-use Path project (Des. No. 1600759) Early Coordination

Early Coordination and Creating a Public Involvement Plan (PIP)
We have received your early coordination notification packet for the above referenced project(s). Our office prefers to
be notified at the early coordination stage in order to encourage early and ongoing public involvement aside from the
specific legal requirements as outlined in our Public Involvement Manual http://www.in.gov/indot/2366.htm . Seeking
the public’s understanding of transportation improvement projects early in the project development stage can allow the
opportunity for the public to express their concerns, comments, and to seek buy in. Early coordination is the perfect
opportunity to examine the proposed project and its impacts to the community along with the many ways and or tools
to inform the public of the improvements and seek engagement. A good public involvement plan, or PIP, should
consider the type, scope, impacts, and the level of public awareness that should, or could, be implemented. In other
words, although there are cases where no public involvement is legally required, sometimes it is simply the right thing to
do in order to keep the public informed.
The public involvement office is always available to provide support and resources to bolster any public involvement
activities you may wish to implement or discuss. Please feel free to contact our office anytime should you have any
questions or concerns. Thank you for notifying our office about your proposed project. We trust you will not only
analyze the appropriate public involvement required, but also consider the opportunity to do go above and beyond
those requirements in creating a good PIP.
Rickie Clark, Manager
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N642
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone: 317 232 6601
Email: rclark@indot.in.gov

From: Beaupre, Samantha [mailto:SBeaupre@lochgroup.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2019 3:29 PM
To: Clark, Rickie <RCLARK@indot.IN.gov>
Cc: Wright, Mary <MWRIGHT@indot.IN.gov>
Subject: Linton Multi use Path project (Des. No. 1600759) Early Coordination

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Please see the attached early coordination letter and attachments for the Linton Multi use Path project (Des. No.
1600759).

Please contact myself or Ruth Hook at RHook@lochgroup.com with any questions.

Thank you,

Samantha Beaupre
Environmental Biologist
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Indiana State Office

6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278

317-290-3200

Helping People Help the Land. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

October 30, 2019

Ruth Hook 
Lochmueller Group, Inc.
3502 Woodview Trace, Suite 150 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 

Dear Mr. Hook:

The proposed project to construct a multi-use path from Linton City Park to Greene County 
General Hospital in the City of Linton, Greene County, Indiana, (Des No 1600759), as referred to 
in your letter received October 9, 2019, will not cause a conversion of prime farmland. 

If you need additional information, please contact Daniel Phillips at 317-295-5871. 

Sincerely, 

JERRY RAYNOR 
State Conservationist 
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From: McWilliams, Robin
To: Beaupre, Samantha
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Linton Multi-use Path project (Des. No. 1600759) Early Coordination
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2019 2:04:01 PM

Dear Samantha,

This responds to your recent letter, requesting our comments on the aforementioned project.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (l6 U.S.C. 661
et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of l969, the Endangered
Species Act of l973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Mitigation Policy.

The project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis) and should follow the new Indiana bat/northern long-eared bat programmatic consultation process,
if applicable (i.e. a federal transportation nexus is established).  We will review that information once it is received. 
Please note, if tree-clearing is proposed greater than 300 feet from the edge of pavement, the project may not
qualify under the programmatic.  In addition, any tree-removal between 100-300 feet from pavement will need to
be mitigated for.  The small forested area the trail is planned to go through appears to be within 300 feet of
pavement, but please be sure to confirm this before using the key.

Based on a review of the information you provided, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has no objections to the
project as currently proposed.  However, should new information arise pertaining to project plans or a revised
species list be published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency to reinitiate consultation. Standard
recommendations are provided below.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning. If project plans change such that
fish and wildlife habitat may be affected, please recoordinate with our office as soon as possible. If you have any
questions about our recommendations, please call (812) 334-4261 x. 207.

Sincerely,
Robin McWilliams Munson

Standard Recommendations:

1. Do not clear trees or understory vegetation outside the construction zone boundaries.  (This
restriction is not related to the “tree clearing” restriction for potential Indiana Bat habitat.)

2. Restrict below low-water work in streams to placement of culverts, piers, pilings and/or footings,
shaping of the spill slopes around the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap.

Culverts should span the active stream channel, should be either embedded or a 3-sided or open-arch
culvert, and be installed where practicable on an essentially flat slope.  When an open-bottomed culvert
or arch is used in a stream, which has a good natural bottom substrate, such as gravel, cobbles and
boulders, the existing substrate should be left undisturbed beneath the culvert to provide natural habitat
for the aquatic community.

3. Restrict channel work and vegetation clearing to the minimum necessary for installation of the stream
crossing structure.

4. Minimize the extent of hard armor (riprap) in bank stabilization by using bioengineering techniques
whenever possible. If rip rap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low-water elevation to
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provide aquatic habitat.

5. Implement temporary erosion and sediment control methods within areas of disturbed soil.  All
disturbed soil areas upon project completion will be vegetated following INDOT’s standard specifications.

6. Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in  perennial streams and larger
intermittent streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), except for work within
sealed structures such as caissons or cofferdams that were installed prior to the spawning season. No
equipment shall be operated below Ordinary High Water Mark during this time unless the machinery is
within the caissons or on the cofferdams.

7. Evaluate wildlife crossings under bridge/culverts projects in appropriate situations.  Suitable
crossings include flat areas below bridge abutments with suitable ground cover, high water shelves in
culverts, amphibian tunnels and diversion fencing.

Robin McWilliams Munson

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, Indiana 46403
812-334-4261 x. 207 Fax: 812-334-4273

Monday, Tuesday - 7:30a-3:00p
Wednesday, Thursday - telework 8:30a-3:00p

On Wed, Oct 9, 2019 at 3:49 PM Beaupre, Samantha <SBeaupre@lochgroup.com> wrote:

Robin,

Please see the attached early coordination letter and attachments for the Linton Multi-use
Path project (Des. No. 1600759).

Please contact myself or Ruth Hook at RHook@lochgroup.com with any questions.

Thank you,

Samantha Beaupre

Environmental Biologist
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July 16, 2020

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2020-SLI-0222 
Event Code: 03E12000-2020-E-08803  
Project Name: Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759), Linton City Park -Greene 
County General Hospital

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 
project location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project. The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your proposed 
project area or affected by your project. This list is provided to you as the initial step of the 
consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also referred to 
as Section 7 Consultation.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat. To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project may affect  listed species or critical habitat.

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally. You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list. As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html. This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you 
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07/16/2020 Event Code: 03E12000-2020-E-08803   2

determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you 
through the Section 7 process.

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires or 
are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed project or may 
be affected by your proposed project.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles. Projects affecting these species may 
require measures to avoid harming eagles or may require a permit. If your project is near an 
eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html to help you determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or 
if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
(812) 334-4261
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2020-SLI-0222

Event Code: 03E12000-2020-E-08803

Project Name: Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759), Linton City Park 
-Greene County General Hospital

Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: The City of Linton and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
with oversight by the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), 
intend to proceed with the aforementioned federal-aid project to construct 
a multi-use path along State Road (SR) 54 (A Street NE) and a local 
unnamed road from the east side of Linton City Park to Greene County 
General Hospital (Des. No. 1600759). In addition, the path will extend 
from its turn north towards Greene County General Hospital to CR 1000 
W (Lone Tree Road). An additional section of path will extend south- 
southwest from Lezlie Lane through the Linton Shopping Center to tie 
into the main line of the path. Stormwater infrastructure and culverts will 
be upgraded within the project area. During the development of the 
project, a 30-foot section of the trail was constructed within the Linton 
City Park property. Suitable summer habitat is located within the project 
area north of SR 54 (A Street NE), where the project extends north 
towards Greene County General Hospital. Tree removal will consist of 
0.03 acre of sugar maple (Acer saccharum) and black willow (Salix nigra) 
within 0-100 feet from existing pavement. Tree removal will consist of 
0.0036 acre of shagbark hickory (Carya ovata) within 100-300 feet from 
existing pavement. Compensatory mitigation will be paid to the Range- 
wide In-lieu Fee Program, to be administered by The Conservation Fund. 
This amount was determined by the Habitat Block Method. The area of 
suitable habitat to be cleared, multiplied by the mitigation ratio for 
inactive season tree clearing for Greene County, and the price per acre; 
0.0036 acre x 1.5 x $10,762= $58.11. Some vegetation will also be 
cleared where SR 54 (A Street NE) crosses UNT 4 to Beehunter Ditch to 
extend the existing culvert. This does not consist of suitable summer 
habitat. Tree clearing will occur in the inactive season from October 1 to 
March 31 in 2022 for both the trees 0-100 and 100-300 feet from existing 
roadway. A review of the USFWS database was performed by INDOT 
Vincennes District on November 29, 2018. The review did not indicate 
the presence of endangered bat species in or within the 0.5 mile search 
radius of the project area. Construction of the trail will begin in 2022. 
Existing culverts to be upgraded were inspected on April 23, 2019. No 
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evidence of bats was seen or heard. No permanent lighting will be 
installed and no temporary lighting will be used for the project.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/place/39.039338300460514N87.1308992392931W

Counties: Greene, IN

Des. No. 1600759 Appendix C: Early Coordination C28



07/16/2020 Event Code: 03E12000-2020-E-08803   4

  

1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be 
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location overlaps the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
Species survey guidelines:  

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/1/office/31440.pdf

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

Incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited here. Federal agencies may consult using the 
4(d) rule streamlined process. Transportation projects may consult using the programmatic 
process. See www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Critical habitats
There is 1 critical habitat wholly or partially within your project area under this office's 
jurisdiction.

NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Final

1
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NAME STATUS

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949#crithab
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April 26, 2020

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

IPaC Record Locator: 312-21409983 

Subject: Consistency letter for the 'Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759), Linton 
City Park -Greene County General Hospital' project (TAILS 03E12000-2020-R-0222) 
under the revised February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological 
Opinion for Transportation Projects within the Range of the Indiana Bat and Northern 
Long-eared Bat.

To whom it may concern:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your request to verify that the Linton 
Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759), Linton City Park -Greene County General 
Hospital (Proposed Action) may rely on the revised February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA 
Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects within the Range of the Indiana 
Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat (PBO) to satisfy requirements under Section 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based on the information you provided (Project Description shown below), you have determined 
that the Proposed Action is within the scope and adheres to the criteria of the PBO, including the 
adoption of applicable avoidance and minimization measures, and may affect, and is likely to 
adversely affect the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and/or the threatened Northern long- 
eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). Consultation with the Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is 
required.

This "may affect - likely to adversely affect" determination becomes effective when the lead 
Federal action agency or designated non-federal representative requests the Service rely on the 
PBO to satisfy the agency's consultation requirements for this project. Please provide this 
consistency letter to the lead Federal action agency or its designated non-federal representative 
for review, and as the agency deems appropriate, transmit to this Service Office for verification 
that the project is consistent with the PBO.
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This Service Office will respond by letter to the requesting Federal action agency or designated 
non-federal representative within 30 calendar days to:

verify that the Proposed Action is consistent with the scope of actions covered under the 
PBO;
verify that all applicable avoidance, minimization, and compensation measures are 
included in the action proposal;
identify any action-specific monitoring and reporting requirements, consistent with the 
monitoring and reporting requirements of the PBO, and
identify anticipated incidental take.

ESA Section 7 compliance for this Proposed Action is not complete until the Federal action 
agency or its designated non-federal representative receives a verification letter from the Service.

For Proposed Actions that include bridge/structure removal, replacement, and/or 
maintenance activities: If your initial bridge/structure assessments failed to detect Indiana bats, 
but you later detect bats during construction, please submit the Post Assessment Discovery of 
Bats at Bridge/Structure Form (User Guide Appendix E) to this Service Office. In these 
instances, potential incidental take of Indiana bats may be exempted provided that the take is 
reported to the Service.

If the Proposed Action may affect any other federally-listed or proposed species and/or 
designated critical habitat, additional consultation between the lead Federal action agency and 
this Service Office is required. If the proposed action has the potential to take bald or golden 
eagles, additional coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
may also be required. In either of these circumstances, please advise the lead Federal action 
agency accordingly.
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Project Description
The following project name and description was collected in IPaC as part of the endangered 
species review process.

Name

Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759), Linton City Park -Greene County General 
Hospital

Description

The City of Linton and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), with oversight by the 
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), intend to proceed with the aforementioned 
federal-aid project to construct a multi-use path along State Road (SR) 54 (A Street NE) and 
a local unnamed road from the east side of Linton City Park to Greene County General 
Hospital (Des. No. 1600759). In addition, the path will extend from its turn north towards 
Greene County General Hospital to CR 1000 W (Lone Tree Road). An additional section of 
path will extend south-southwest from Lezlie Lane through the Linton Shopping Center to tie 
into the main line of the path. Stormwater infrastructure and culverts will be upgraded within 
the project area. During the development of the project, a 30-foot section of the trail was 
constructed within the Linton City Park property. Suitable summer habitat is located within 
the project area north of SR 54 (A Street NE), where the project extends north towards 
Greene County General Hospital. Tree removal will consist of 0.03 acre of sugar maple (Acer 
saccharum) and black willow (Salix nigra) within 0-100 feet from existing pavement. Tree 
removal will consist of 0.0036 acre of shagbark hickory (Carya ovata) within 100-300 feet 
from existing pavement. Compensatory mitigation will be paid to the Range-wide In-lieu Fee 
Program, to be administered by The Conservation Fund. This amount was determined by the 
Habitat Block Method. The area of suitable habitat to be cleared, multiplied by the mitigation 
ratio for inactive season tree clearing for Greene County, and the price per acre; 0.0036 acre x 
1.5 x $10,762= $58.11. Some vegetation will also be cleared where SR 54 (A Street NE) 
crosses UNT 4 to Beehunter Ditch to extend the existing culvert. This does not consist of 
suitable summer habitat. Tree clearing will occur in the inactive season from October 1 to 
March 31 in 2022 for both the trees 0-100 and 100-300 feet from existing roadway. A review 
of the USFWS database was performed by INDOT Vincennes District on November 29, 
2018. The review did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species in or within the 0.5 
mile search radius of the project area. Construction of the trail will begin in 2022. Existing 
culverts to be upgraded were inspected on April 23, 2019. No evidence of bats was seen or 
heard. No permanent lighting will be installed and no temporary lighting will be used for the 
project.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Determination Key Result
Based on your answers provided, this project is likely to adversely affect the endangered Indiana 
bat and/or the threatened Northern long-eared bat. Therefore, consultation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 
Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, also based on your answers 
provided, this project may rely on the conclusion and Incidental Take Statement provided in the 
revised February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion for 
Transportation Projects within the Range of the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.

Qualification Interview
Is the project within the range of the Indiana bat ?

[1] See Indiana bat species profile

Automatically answered
Yes

Is the project within the range of the Northern long-eared bat ?

[1] See Northern long-eared bat species profile

Automatically answered
Yes

Which Federal Agency is the lead for the action?
A) Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Are all project activities limited to non-construction  activities only? (examples of non- 
construction activities include: bridge/abandoned structure assessments, surveys, planning 
and technical studies, property inspections, and property sales)

[1] Construction refers to activities involving ground disturbance, percussive noise, and/or lighting.

No

Does the project include any activities that are greater than 300 feet from existing road/ 
rail surfaces ?

[1] Road surface is defined as the actively used [e.g. motorized vehicles] driving surface and shoulders [may be 
pavement, gravel, etc.] and rail surface is defined as the edge of the actively used rail ballast.

No

[1]

[1]

[1]

[1]
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Does the project include any activities within 0.5 miles of a known Indiana bat and/or 
NLEB hibernaculum ?

[1] For the purpose of this consultation, a hibernaculum is a site, most often a cave or mine, where bats hibernate
during the winter (see suitable habitat), but could also include bridges and structures if bats are found to be
hibernating there during the winter.

No

Is the project located within a karst area?
No

Is there any suitable  summer habitat for Indiana Bat or NLEB within the project action 
area ? (includes any trees suitable for maternity, roosting, foraging, or travelling habitat)

[1] See the Service s summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

[2] The action area is defined as all areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the Federal action and not merely
the immediate area involved in the action (50 CFR Section 402.02). Further clarification is provided by the
national consultation FAQs.

Yes

Will the project remove any suitable summer habitat  and/or remove/trim any existing 
trees within suitable summer habitat?

[1] See the Service s summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

Yes

Will the project clear more than 20 acres of suitable habitat per 5-mile section of road/rail?
No

[1]

[1]
[2]

[1]
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11.

12.

13.

Have presence/probable absence (P/A) summer surveys  been conducted  within 
the suitable habitat located within your project action area?

[1] See the Service's summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

[2] Presence/probable absence summer surveys conducted within the fall swarming/spring emergence home range 
of a documented Indiana bat hibernaculum (contact local Service Field Office for appropriate distance from 
hibernacula) that result in a negative finding requires additional consultation with the local Service Field Office to 
determine if clearing of forested habitat is appropriate and/or if seasonal clearing restrictions are needed to avoid 
and minimize potential adverse effects on fall swarming and spring emerging Indiana bats.

[3] For projects within the range of either the Indiana bat or NLEB in which suitable habitat is present, and no bat 
surveys have been conducted, the transportation agency will assume presence of the appropriate species. This 
assumption of presence should be based upon the presence of suitable habitat and the capability of bats to occupy 
it because of their mobility.

[4] Negative presence/probable absence survey results obtained using the summer survey guidance are valid for a 
minimum of two years from the completion of the survey unless new information (e.g., other nearby surveys) 
suggest otherwise.

No

Does the project include activities within documented Indiana bat habitat ?

[1] Documented roosting or foraging habitat  for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering 
documented habitat as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) 
radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging 
areas with repeated use documented using acoustics. Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable 
summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

[2] For the purposes of this key, we are considering documented corridors as that where Indiana bats and/or 
NLEB have actually been captured and tracked to using (1) radio telemetry; or (2) treed corridors located directly 
between documented roosting and foraging habitat.

No

Will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees occur within suitable but undocumented 
Indiana bat roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors?
Yes

[1][2] [3][4]

[1][2]
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

What time of year will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees within suitable but 
undocumented Indiana bat roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors occur ?

[1] Coordinate with the local Service Field Office for appropriate dates.

B) During the inactive season

Does the project include activities within documented NLEB habitat ?

[1] Documented roosting or foraging habitat  for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering 
documented habitat as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) 
radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging 
areas with repeated use documented using acoustics. Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable 
summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

[2] For the purposes of this key, we are considering documented corridors as that where Indiana bats and/or 
NLEB have actually been captured and tracked to using (1) radio telemetry; or (2) treed corridors located directly 
between documented roosting and foraging habitat.

No

Will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees occur within suitable but undocumented 
NLEB roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors?
Yes

What time of year will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees within suitable but 
undocumented NLEB roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors occur?
B) During the inactive season

Will any tree trimming or removal occur within 100 feet of existing road/rail surfaces?
Yes

Will any tree trimming or removal occur between 100-300 feet of existing road/rail 
surfaces?
Yes

Are all trees that are being removed clearly demarcated?
Yes

Will the removal of habitat or the removal/trimming of trees include installing new or 
replacing existing permanent lighting?
No

[1]

[1][2]
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22.

23.

24.

25.

Does the project include wetland or stream protection activities associated with 
compensatory wetland mitigation?
No

Does the project include slash pile burning?
No

Does the project include any bridge removal, replacement, and/or maintenance activities 
(e.g., any bridge repair, retrofit, maintenance, and/or rehabilitation work)?
Yes

Is there any suitable habitat  for Indiana bat or NLEB within 1,000 feet of the bridge? 
(includes any trees suitable for maternity, roosting, foraging, or travelling habitat)

[1] See the Service s current summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

Yes

[1]
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26. Has a bridge assessment  been conducted within the last 24 months  to determine if the 
bridge is being used by bats?

[1] See User Guide Appendix D for bridge/structure assessment guidance

[2] Assessments must be completed no more than 2 years prior to conducting any work below the deck surface on
all bridges that meet the physical characteristics described in the Programmatic Consultation, regardless of
whether assessments have been conducted in the past. Due to the transitory nature of bat use, a negative result in
one year does not guarantee that bats will not use that bridge/structure in subsequent years.

Yes

SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS

Structure1.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19048728
Structure3.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19048729
Structure2.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19048730
Structure5.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19048732
Structure4.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19048733
Structure_7.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19049435
Structure_6.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
7YYHPW5DFVDHHI24UX4N2JGH7M/ 
projectDocuments/19049436

[1] [2]
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Did the bridge assessment detect any signs of Indiana bats and/or NLEBs roosting in/under 
the bridge (bats, guano, etc.) ?

[1] If bridge assessment detects signs of any species of bats, coordination with the local FWS office is needed to
identify potential threatened or endangered bat species. Additional studies may be undertaken to try to identify
which bat species may be utilizing the bridge prior to allowing any work to proceed.

Note: There is a small chance bridge assessments for bat occupancy do not detect bats. Should a small number of 
bats be observed roosting on a bridge just prior to or during construction, such that take is likely to occur or does 
occur in the form of harassment, injury or death, the PBO requires the action agency to report the take. Report all 
unanticipated take within 2 working days of the incident to the USFWS. Construction activities may continue 
without delay provided the take is reported to the USFWS and is limited to 5 bats per project.

No

Will the bridge removal, replacement, and/or maintenance activities include installing new 
or replacing existing permanent lighting?
No

Does the project include the removal, replacement, and/or maintenance of any structure 
other than a bridge? (e.g., rest areas, offices, sheds, outbuildings, barns, parking garages, 
etc.)
No

Will the project involve the use of temporary lighting during the active season?
No

Will the project install new or replace existing permanent lighting?
No

Does the project include percussives or other activities (not including tree removal/ 
trimming or bridge/structure work) that will increase noise levels above existing traffic/ 
background levels?
Yes

Will the activities that use percussives (not including tree removal/trimming or bridge/ 
structure work) and/or increase noise levels above existing traffic/background levels be 
conducted during the active season ?

[1] Coordinate with the local Service Field Office for appropriate dates.

No

[1]

[1]
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Are all project activities that are not associated with habitat removal, tree removal/ 
trimming, bridge and/or structure activities, temporary or permanent lighting, or use of 
percussives, limited to actions that DO NOT cause any additional stressors to the bat 
species?

Examples: lining roadways, unlighted signage , rail road crossing signals, signal lighting, and minor road repair 
such as asphalt fill of potholes, etc.

Yes

Will the project raise the road profile above the tree canopy?
No

Are the project activities that use percussives (not including tree removal/trimming or 
bridge/structure work) and/or increase noise levels above existing traffic/background 
levels consistent with a No Effect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the activities are within 300 feet of the existing road/rail surface, greater than 
0.5 miles from a hibernacula, and conducted during the inactive season

Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Not Likely to Adversely 
Affect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the tree removal/trimming that occurs outside of the Indiana bat's active 
season occurs greater than 0.5 miles from the nearest hibernaculum, is less than 100 feet 
from the existing road/rail surface, includes clear demarcation of the trees that are to be 
removed, and does not alter documented roosts and/or surrounding summer habitat within 
0.25 miles of a documented roost.

Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Likely to Adversely Affect 
determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the tree removal that occurs outside the Indiana bat's active season is 
100-300 feet from the existing road/rail surface, and is not in documented roosting/
foraging habitat or travel corridors.

Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Not Likely to Adversely 
Affect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the tree removal/trimming that occurs outside of the NLEB's active season 
occurs greater than 0.5 miles from the nearest hibernaculum, is less than 100 feet from the 
existing road/rail surface, includes clear demarcation of the trees that are to be removed, 
and does not alter documented roosts and/or surrounding summer habitat within 0.25 
miles of a documented roost.
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Likely to Adversely Affect 
determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the tree removal that occurs outside the NLEB's active season is 100-300 feet 
from the existing road/rail surface, and is not in documented roosting/foraging habitat or 
travel corridors.

Is the bridge removal, replacement, or maintenance activities portion of this project 
consistent with a No Effect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the bridge has been assessed using the criteria documented in the BA and no 
signs of bats were detected

General AMM 1
Will the project ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of 
known or presumed bat habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation 
Agencies) environmental commitments, including all applicable Avoidance and 
Minimization Measures?

Yes

Tree Removal AMM 1
Can all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) be modified, 
to the extent practicable, to avoid tree removal  in excess of what is required to 
implement the project safely?

Note: Tree Removal AMM 1 is a minimization measure, the full implementation of which may not always be 
practicable. Projects may still be NLAA as long as Tree Removal AMMs 2, 3, and 4 are implemented and LAA as 
long as Tree Removal AMMs 3, 5, 6, and 7 are implemented.

[1] The word trees  as used in the AMMs refers to trees that are suitable habitat for each species within their 
range. See the USFWS  current summer survey guidance for our latest definitions of suitable habitat.

Yes

Tree Removal AMM 3
Can tree removal be limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors 
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored 
flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing 
limits)?

Yes

[1]
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45.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

For Indiana bat, if applicable, compensatory mitigation measures are required to offset 
adverse effects on the species (see Section 2.10 of the BA). Please select the mechanism in 
which compensatory mitigation will be implemented:
1. Range-wide In Lieu Fee Program, The Conservation Fund

Project Questionnaire
Have you made a No Effect determination for all other species indicated on the FWS IPaC 
generated species list?
N/A

Have you made a May Affect determination for any other species on the FWS IPaC 
generated species list?
N/A

How many acres  of trees are proposed for removal between 0-100 feet of the existing 
road/rail surface?

[1] If described as number of trees, multiply by 0.09 to convert to acreage and enter that number.

0.03

How many acres  of trees are proposed for removal between 100-300 feet of the existing 
road/rail surface?

[1] If described as number of trees, multiply by 0.09 to convert to acreage and enter that number.

0.0036

Please verify:
All tree removal will occur greater than 0.5 mile from any hibernaculum.

Yes, I verify that all tree removal will occur greater than 0.5 miles from any hibernaculum.

Is the project location 0-100 feet from the edge of existing road/rail surface?
Yes

Is the project location 100-300 feet from the edge of existing road/rail surface?
Yes

Please verify:
No documented Indiana bat roosts or surrounding summer habitat within 0.25 mile of 
documented roosts will be impacted between May 1 and July 31.

[1]

[1]
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Yes, I verify that no documented Indiana bat roosts or surrounding summer habitat within 
0.25 mile of documented roosts will be impacted during this period.

Please verify:
No documented NLEB roosts or surrounding summer habitat within 150 feet of 
documented roosts will be impacted between June 1 and July 31.

Yes, I verify that no documented NLEB roosts or surrounding summer habitat within 150 
feet of documented roosts will be impacted during this period.

Please describe the proposed bridge work:
Structure #1 will require 5 feet of pipe extension. Structure #2 will require 6 feet of pipe 
extension. Structure #3 will require the replacement of the existing culvert with a new 16- 
foot long, 1-foot span pipe. Structure #4 will require the replacement of the existing culvert 
with a new 18-foot long, 1-foot span pipe. Structure #5 will require the replacement of the 
existing pipe with a new 14-foot long, 1-foot span pipe. Structure #6 will require 10 feet of 
extension of the 13-foot by 7-foot reinforced concrete 3-sided structure. Structure #7 will 
require 6 feet of 8-inch pipe extension.

Please state the timing of all proposed bridge work:
FY 2022

Please enter the date of the bridge assessment:
April 23, 2019

You have indicated that the following Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) 
will be implemented as part of the proposed project:

General AMM 1
Tree Removal AMM 1
Tree Removal AMM 3

Avoidance And Minimization Measures (AMMs)
This determination key result includes the committment to implement the following Avoidance 
and Minimization Measures (AMMs):

GENERAL AMM 1

Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed bat 
habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental 
commitments, including all applicable AMMs.
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TREE REMOVAL AMM 1

Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) to avoid tree 
removal.

TREE REMOVAL AMM 3

Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors 
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored 
flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits).

Des. No. 1600759 Appendix C: Early Coordination C45



04/26/2020 IPaC Record Locator: 312-21409983   16

  

Determination Key Description: FHWA, FRA, FTA 
Programmatic Consultation For Transportation Projects 
Affecting NLEB Or Indiana Bat
This key was last updated in IPaC on December 02, 2019. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This decision key is intended for projects/activities funded or authorized by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), and/or Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), which may require consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) for the endangered Indiana bat 
(Myotis sodalis) and the threatened Northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis).

This decision key should only be used to verify project applicability with the Service s February 
5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects. The 
programmatic biological opinion covers limited transportation activities that may affect either bat 
species, and addresses situations that are both likely and not likely to adversely affect either bat 
species. This decision key will assist in identifying the effect of a specific project/activity and 
applicability of the programmatic consultation. The programmatic biological opinion is not 
intended to cover all types of transportation actions. Activities outside the scope of the 
programmatic biological opinion, or that may affect ESA-listed species other than the Indiana bat 
or NLEB, or any designated critical habitat, may require additional ESA Section 7 consultation.
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From: Falls, Ryan G
To: robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov
Cc: Samantha Beaupre; Wright, Kristy
Subject: FW: Linton Multi-use Path Project (INDOT Des. No. 1600759) IPaC Review Request - IPaC LAA Review Request
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 1:06:44 PM

Robin McWilliams Munson,

Please review the above referenced project. The finding in IPaC was LAA. You have been added as a project member.
If anything further is needed, please let me know.

Thank you,

Ryan Falls
Capital Program Management-Senior Environmental Manager Supervisor
Indiana Department of Transportation
3650 South US Highway 41
Vincennes, IN 47591
Office: 812-895-7326
Cell: 812-582-1387
Email: rfalls@indot.IN.gov

From: Samantha Beaupre <SBeaupre@lochgroup.com> 
Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2020 3:33 PM
To: Falls, Ryan G <RFalls@indot.IN.gov>; Wright, Kristy <KWright@indot.IN.gov>
Subject: RE: Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759) IPaC Review Request & 1st Comments
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Ryan,
 
Thank you for your review. I’ve made the requested revisions. Please let me know if anything else is needed.
 
Thank you,  
 

Samantha Beaupre
Environmental Biologist

Lochmueller Group
317.334.6828 (direct)
SBeaupre@lochgroup.com

This e-mail message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient(s), please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original
message. Thank you!

 

From: Falls, Ryan G <RFalls@indot.IN.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 11:29 AM
To: Samantha Beaupre <SBeaupre@lochgroup.com>; Wright, Kristy <KWright@indot.IN.gov>
Subject: RE: Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759) IPaC Review Request & 1st Comments
 
Samantha Beaupre,
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United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Indiana Field Office (ES) 
620 South Walker Street 

Bloomington, IN  47403-2121 
Phone:  (812) 334-4261  Fax:  (812) 334-4273 

April 30, 2020 

Karstin Carmany-George TAILS: 03E12000-2020-SLI-0222 
Federal Highway Administration 
575 N. Pennsylvania St. Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(sent via email) 

RE: Linton Multi-use Path Project (Des. No. 1600759), Greene County 

Dear Ms. Carmany-George: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is responding to your request dated April 26, 2020 
to verify that the proposed Linton Multi-use Path (the Project) may rely on the February 5, 2018, 
Programmatic Biological Opinion (BO) for federally funded or approved transportation projects 
that may affect the federally listed endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and/or federally 
listed threatened northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis).  We received your 
request and the associated LAA Consistency Letter on April 27, 2020. 

This letter provides the Service’s response as to whether the Federal Highway Administration 
may rely on the BO to comply with Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) for the Project’s effects to the Indiana 
bat and/or NLEB. 

The Federal Highway Administration has determined that the Project is likely to adversely affect 
the Indiana bat and/or the NLEB. 

Conclusion 

The Service has reviewed the effects of the proposed Project, which includes the Federal 
Highway Administration’s commitment to implement any applicable mitigation measures as 
indicated on the LAA Consistency Letter. We confirm that the proposed Project’s effects are 
consistent with those analyzed in the BO.  The Service has determined that projects consistent 
with the conservation measures and scope of the program analyzed in the BO are not likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of the Indiana bat and/or the NLEB.  In coordination with 
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your agency and the other sponsoring Federal Transportation Agencies, the Service will 
reevaluate this conclusion annually in light of any new pertinent information under the adaptive 
management provisions of the BO. 

Incidental Take 

Indiana Bat 

The Service anticipates that tree removal associated with the proposed Project will cause 
incidental take of Indiana bats.  As described in the Incidental Take Statement (ITS) of the BO, 
such taking will be difficult to detect.  The Service determined that it is appropriate to measure 
the amount or extent of incidental taking resulting from BO projects using the proposed acreage 
of tree removal from Indiana bat suitable habitat as a surrogate for the numbers of individuals 
taken. 

The proposed Project will remove 0.0336 acre(s) of trees from habitat that is suitable for the 
Indiana bat.  All tree removal will occur in winter and comply with all other conservation 
measures in the BO.  Based on the BO, 0.03 acre(s) of the removal are not anticipated to result in 
any adverse effects, and 0.0036 acre(s) are anticipated to result in adverse effects.   

The Federal Highway Administration uses the mitigation ratio of 1.5 from Table 3 of the BO1 to 
calculate the compensatory mitigation required to offset these adverse impacts for a total of 
0.0054 acres2 of trees that is suitable for the Indiana bat.   

Based on the mitigation identified above2 and the information provided in Table 2 of Exhibit E in 
The Conservation Fund’s (TCF) In Lieu Fee (ILF) Instrument3, the Federal Highway 
Administration will contribute $58.11 to TCF prior to the start of construction in order to comply 
with the mitigation requirements of the program of transportation projects reviewed in the BO. 
These calculations are based on the 2018-2019 Land Use Values in Table 2 of Exhibit E in 
TCF’s ILF Instrument, which are applicable even if the project construction should occur in a 
different calendar year. At the time of payment, the Federal Highway Administration or 
designated non-federal representative shall notify the Service of compliance with the 
compensatory mitigation requirements as described above. 

The purchase of species conservation credits and/or in-lieu fee contributions shall occur prior to 
construction of a transportation project covered under this programmatic consultation. 
Exceptions to this program stipulation include emergency projects that do not require a letting 
prior to construction. In these cases, purchase of credits and/or in-lieu fee contributions shall 
occur within three months of completion of the project. This timeframe allows for measuring the 
acres of habitat affected by the emergency project and for financial processing. 

In addition, the Project may take up to 5 Indiana bats that were not detected during 
bridge/culvert bat assessments conducted prior to implementing the proposed work on the 

1 https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/fhwa/pdf/IBAT_ILF_ratios_transportation_agencies.pdf 
2 XX acres * XX ratio 
3https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/fhwa/pdf/IBAT_ExhibitE_Table2__FeeSchedule_LandValues.
pdf
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various structures.  In these instances, potential incidental take of Indiana bats may be 
exempted provided that the take is reported to the Service (refer to User Guide Appendix 
E - Post Assessment Discovery of Bats at Bridge/Structure Form). Although such take is 
reasonably certain to occur at up to 10 bridge projects per year as included in the scope of 
the BO, it is a remote possibility for any individual project that is implemented consistent 
with the conservation measures of the BO. 
 
The Service will add the acreage of Project-related tree removal to the annual total acreage 
attributed to the BO as a surrogate measure of Indiana bat incidental take and exempted from the 
prohibitions of Section 9 of the ESA.  Such exemption is effective as long as your agency 
implements the reasonable and prudent measure (RPM) and accompanying terms and conditions 
of the BO’s ITS. 
 
The sole RPM of the BO’s ITS requires the Federal Transportation Agencies to ensure that 
State/Local transportation agencies, who choose to include eligible projects under the 
programmatic action, incorporate all applicable conservation measures in the project proposals 
submitted to the Service for ESA section 7 compliance using the BO.  The implementing terms 
and conditions for this RPM require the Federal Transportation Agencies to offer training to 
appropriate personnel about using the BO, and promptly report sick, injured, or dead bats 
(regardless of species) or any other federally listed species located in project action areas. 
 
Northern Long-eared Bat 
 
The Service anticipates that tree removal associated with the Project will cause incidental take of 
NLEBs.  However, the Project is consistent with the BO, and such projects will not cause take of 
NLEB that is prohibited under the ESA section 4(d) rule for this species (50 CFR §17.40(o)).  
Therefore, the incidental take of NLEBs resulting from the Project does not require exemption 
from the Service. 
 
Reporting Dead or Injured Bats

The Federal Highway Administration, its State/Local cooperators, and any contractors must take 
care when handling dead or injured Indiana bats and/or NLEBs, or any other federally listed 
species that are found at the Project site to preserve biological material in the best possible 
condition and to protect the handler from exposure to diseases, such as rabies.  Project personnel 
are responsible for ensuring that any evidence about determining the cause of death or injury is 
not unnecessarily disturbed.  Reporting the discovery of dead or injured listed species is required 
in all cases to enable the Service to determine whether the level of incidental take exempted by 
this BO is exceeded, and to ensure that the terms and conditions are appropriate and effective.  
Parties finding a dead, injured, or sick specimen of any endangered or threatened species must 
promptly notify this Service Office. 
 
Reinitiation Notice 

This letter concludes consultation for the Project, which qualifies for inclusion in the BO issued 
to the Federal Transportation Agencies.  To maintain this inclusion, a reinitiation of this Project-
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level consultation is required where the Federal Highway Administration discretionary 
involvement or control over the Project has been retained (or is authorized by law) and if: 

1. the amount or extent of incidental take of Indiana bat is exceeded;
2. new information reveals that the Project may affect listed species or critical habitat in a

manner or to an extent not considered in the BO;
3. the Project is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to listed species or

designated critical habitat not considered in the BO; or
4. a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that the Project may affect.

 Per condition #1 above, the anticipated incidental take is exceeded when: 
the Project removes trees of more than 0.0036 acre(s) of habitat suitable between 100 
and 300 feet from the edge of pavement) for the Indiana bat; or  
the Project takes more than 5 Indiana bats resulting from work on the bridge/structure. 

In instances where the amount or extent of incidental take is exceeded, the Federal Highway 
Administration is required to immediately request a reinitiation of this Project-level consultation. 

We appreciate your continued efforts to ensure that this Project is fully consistent with all 
applicable provisions of the BO.  If you have any questions regarding our response or if you need 
additional information, please contact Robin McWilliams Munson at 812-334-4261 or 
Robin_Mcwilliams@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Pruitt 
Field Supervisor 

Cc: (via email) 
Laura Hilden, INDOT, Indianapolis, IN 
Meghan Hinkle, INDOT, Indianapolis, IN 
Ryan Falls, INDOT, Indianapolis, IN 
Samantha Beaupre, Lochmuller Group, Indianapolis, IN 
Ibat ILF coordinator – to be sent by INDOT at later date 
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Categorical Exclusion

Appendix D 
Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act (NHPA) 



Linton Multiuse Trail Project: 
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Des. Nos. 1600759 

800.11(e) Documentation 

March 20, 2020
 

Prepared for: 
City of Linton 

Federal Highway Administration 

 

Hannah Blad

Des. No. 1600759 Appendix D: Section 106 D1



1 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION’S 
SECTION 4(f) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties) AND 

SECTION 106 FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS
EFFECT FINDING

LINTON MULTIUSE TRAIL PROJECT
LINTON CITY PARK TO GREENE COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL

CITY OF LINTON, GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA
DES. NO.: 1600759 

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS (APE) 
(Pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800.4(a) (1)) 

The APE is the area in which the proposed project may cause alterations in the character or use of historic resources. 
The APE encompasses all resources immediately adjacent to the project limits and those that may not be immediately 
adjacent but that have a proximate viewshed of the project. The southern portion of the APE for most of the project 
extends between 150 feet and 220 feet beyond the project area. The northern portion of the APE for most of the project 
extends between 60 and 400 feet beyond the project area. The APE is closer to the project area in the forested area 
south of the hospital. The east end of the APE extends 310 feet east of the project area and the west end of the APE 
extends 170 feet west of the project area into Humphreys Park. Please see Appendix A, page 3 for a map of the APE. 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS
(Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(c) (2)) 

The APE contains no properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).

The APE contains one property eligible for the National Register:

Humphreys Park (Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory [IHSSI] #055-362-27020). The land for 
Humphreys Park was purchased in 1932 by the City of Linton. Most of the structures and features of the park can be 
attributed to Works Progress Administration (WPA) workers. The WPA workers worked on the park from 1937 to 
1938. The multitude of largely unaltered structures that display the rustic architecture typical of WPA projects continue
to exemplify and support its connection to the WPA. This property is eligible to be listed in the National Register 
under Criterion A for its association with the WPA and under Criterion C for its architectural significance.

EFFECT FINDING

Humphreys Park (IHSSI #055-362-27020) – “No Adverse Effect” 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), acting on the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) 
behalf, has determined a “No Adverse Effect” finding is appropriate for this undertaking.  

INDOT respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) provide written concurrence with 
the Section 106 determination of “No Adverse Effect.”

SECTION 4(f) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties)

This undertaking will convert property Humphreys Park (IHSSI #055-362-27020), s Section 4(f) historic property, to 
a transportation use; INDOT, acting on FHWA’s behalf has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is No 
Adverse Effect; therefore FHWA hereby intends to issue a “de minimis” finding for Humphreys Par (IHSSI #055-
362-27020), pursuant to SAFETEA-LU, thereby satisfying FHWA’s responsibilities under Section 4(f) for this 
historic property. 
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Consulting parties will be provided a copy of INDOT’s findings and determinations in accordance with INDOT and 
FHWA’s Section 106 Procedures. Comments will be accepted for 30 days upon receipt of the findings.

___________________________ 

Anuradha V. Kumar
Manager, Cultural Resources Office, Environmental Services
INDOT for FHWA

___________________________ 
Approval Date
03/23/2020
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
DOCUMENTATION OF SECTION 106 FINDING OF  

NO ADVERSE EFFECT  
SUBMITTED TO THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER  

PURSUANT TO 36 CFR SECTION 800.5(c) 

LINTON MULTIUSE TRAIL PROJECT
LINTON CITY PARK TO GREENE COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL

CITY OF LINTON, GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA
DES. NO.: 1600759

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING

The City of Linton, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative 
oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with a multiuse 
trail project (Des. No. 1600759). The FHWA is providing funding and is the lead federal agency for this 
Section 106 undertaking. Specifically, the proposed undertaking is in the City of Linton and extends from 
the Linton City Park (also called Humphreys Park) to the Greene County General Hospital in Greene 
County, Indiana. It is within Stockton Township, Linton U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), in Sections 13, 
14 & 24, Township 7 North, Range 7 West. Adjacent land use is recreational, commercial, and residential.

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires federal agencies to take into account the 
effects of their undertakings on historic and archaeological properties. The federal involvement is funding 
from the FHWA. The Section 106 process involves efforts to identify historic properties potentially affected 
by the undertaking, assess its effects and seek ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate any adverse effects on 
historic properties.

The primary need for the project is based on a lack of connectivity between pedestrian and multiuse 
facilities within the City of Linton. The installation and upgrading of facilities are also identified in Greene 
County’s American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan. The purpose of the project is to provide 
improved pedestrian and bicycle connectivity through the City of Linton.

The proposed project involves the construction of a trail from Linton City Park near CR 1100 W to Greene 
County General Hospital. The trail will extend east from Phil Harris Parkway, along the east boundary of 
Linton City Park, crossing CR 1100 W (Park Road), continue along the south side of an unnamed road to 
Linton Shopping Center, extend through the parking lot of Linton Shopping Center, and continue along the 
north side of State Road (SR) 54 (A Street NE) before turning north to Greene County General Hospital. 
The City of Linton has already constructed a 30-foot sidewalk at the beginning of the trail and removed the 
gravel access drive and corrugated metal pipe (CMP) at this location. At Greene County General Hospital, 
a pad/resting area will be installed with a couple of benches. Design of the pad/resting area is still ongoing, 
and more information will be available at a future date. In addition, another trail segment will extend east 
0.08 mile, from where the trail heads north towards the hospital, to CR 1000 W (Lone Tree Road). Another 
segment of trail will extend 0.11 mile south-southwest from Lezlie Lane to tie into the primary trail route. 
The typical section will include an 8 to 10-foot paved trail with 2-foot shoulders. Pedestrian crossings will 
consist of INDOT/ADA designed curb ramps and path transitions across drives and streets. The crossings 
will be marked and signed with current INDOT standards as well. An existing 30-inch by 40-inch  CMP 
arch structure will be extended to the south on the east side of CR 1100 W. Another existing 24-inch CMP 
located near where the trail exits the Linton Shopping Center and SR 54 will be extended. Stormwater 
upgrades will also occur along the project route. The length of the proposed trail is approximately 1.3 miles. 
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Approximately 2.24 acres of permanent right-of-way (ROW) and 0.24 acre of temporary ROW will be 
required. Please see maps of the project area in Attachment A.

The APE is the area in which the proposed project may cause alterations in the character or use of historic 
resources. The APE encompasses all resources immediately adjacent to the project limits and those that 
may not be immediately adjacent but that have a proximate viewshed of the project. The southern portion 
of the APE for most of the project extends between 150 feet and 220 feet beyond the project area. The 
northern portion of the APE for most of the project extends between 60 and 400 feet beyond the project 
area. The APE is closer to the project area in the forested area south of the hospital. The east end of the 
APE extends 310 feet east of the project area and the west end of the APE extends 170 feet west of the 
project area into Humphreys Park. Please see Appendix A, page 3 for a map of the APE.  

2. EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY HISTORIC PROPERTIES

The National Register and Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (State Register) for Greene
County were reviewed online using the State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database 
(SHAARD) and the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM). No aboveground 
resources on either list are located within the proposed APE. The Greene County Interim Report: Indiana 
Historic Sites and Structures Inventory (2000) was examined. Two surveyed resources from this inventory 
were recorded within the APE. No cemeteries were identified within the APE. 

The Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory Volume 2: Listing of Historic and Non-Historic Bridges (February 
2009; M & H Architecture, Inc.) was reviewed. No bridges eligible for listing in the National Register are
within the APE.

Early coordination was initiated on June 17, 2019. The early coordination letter was uploaded to IN SCOPE 
(INDOT’s publicly accessible website) on June 17, 2019 and released for viewing online the same day. The 
early coordination email was also sent to consulting parties on June 17, 2019. The email asked consulting 
parties to review the early coordination letter, via IN SCOPE, which is INDOT's Section 106 document 
website http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/. Hard copies of these materials were mailed to the 
SHPO, the Mayor of Linton, and the City of Linton Parks Department on June 17, 2019. Those who agreed 
to be consulting parties are shown in bold below and highlighted in Appendix C, page 1-2. 

State Historic Preservation Officer (Automatic Consulting Party)
Southern Indiana Development Commission
Greene County Commissioners
Greene County Highway Supervisor
Greene County Historian
Greene County Historical Society
Indiana Landmarks – Western Regional Office
Mayor of Linton
City of Linton, Parks Department
Delaware Nation of Indians, Oklahoma
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
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In a letter dated July 10, 2019, the Indiana SHPO staff found no additional consulting parties that should 
be invited beyond those that had already been invited to be consulting parties. See Appendix D, page 6-7
for a copy of the communication.

Gary Quigg, a Lochmueller Group historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards, performed a site inspection of the project area on January 11 and June 11, 2019.
Two previously surveyed resources having a rating of Contributing or higher were recorded in the APE.
Twenty-seven newly inventoried resources meriting Contributing ratings were recorded during the field 
reconnaissance. See Appendix B for photographs from this field review and Appendix E, page 2 for a 
summary of the Historic Property Report (HPR) completed for this project.

A Phase 1a archaeological reconnaissance survey was conducted by Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. 
(CRA) on February 11, 2019. No previously documented or undocumented archaeological sites were found 
during the field reconnaissance. Therefore, it was recommended that the project be allowed to proceed as 
planned. See Appendix E, page 3-5 for a summary of the Phase 1a archaeological reconnaissance survey. 

The HPR and Phase Ia Archaeology Report were uploaded to IN SCOPE and an email was sent to 
consulting parties notifying them of the reports on September 6, 2019. Hard copies of these materials were
also mailed to the SHPO on that same day. 

In a letter dated October 10, 2019, the SHPO staff agreed with the recommendations of the HPR, stating in 
part the following, “[t]he proposed area of potential effects (“APE”) appears to be of adequate size to 
encompass the geographic area in which direct and indirect effects of a project of this nature could occur.” 
Subsequently, the SHPO staff concurred with the findings within the HPR. See Appendix D, pages 14-15 
for a copy of the communication. 

In the October 10, 2019 letter referenced above, the SHPO staff also agreed with the recommendations of 
the archaeological report, stating in part the following: “[w]hile there is a minor deviation in the current 
design of the project and what was covered by the archaeological, it is our opinion that no further 
archaeological investigations appear necessary at this proposed project area.” Please see Appendix D, pages
14-15 for a copy of this communication.  

On December 17, 2019, Lochmueller Group emailed Shaun Miller of INDOT Cultural Resource Office 
(CRO) regarding minor trail design adjustments that had occurred since the approval of the Phase 1A 
archaeological report on August 8, 2019 by INDOT CRO, and October 10, 2019 by SHPO staff. On 
December 18, 2019, Miller determined from his review of maps provided by Lochumeller Group, that the 
trail design adjustments proposed for the trail is either within the survey area previously sampled for 
archaeological resources or in previously disturbed soils. As a result, no additional archaeological 
investigations were performed. 

No additional comments were received from consulting parties regarding the identification of historic 
properties.  

3. DESCRIBE AFFECTED HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Humphreys Park (IHSSI #055-362-27020).  

The land for Humphreys Park was purchased in 1932 by the City of Linton. Most of the structures and 
features of the park can be attributed to Works Progress Administration (WPA) workers. The WPA 
construction in the park was undertaken from 1937 to 1938. The multitude of largely unaltered structures 
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that display the rustic architecture typical of WPA projects continue to exemplify and support the 
association between Humphreys Park and the WPA. This property is eligible to be listed in the National 
Register under Criterion A for its association with the WPA and under Criterion C for its architectural merit.

4. DESCRIBE THE UNDERTAKING’S EFFECT ON HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Humphreys Park (IHSSI #055-362-27020) – No Adverse Effect

The proposed project extends into the eastern boundary of Humphreys Park. The portion of the trail within 
the park boundary was built by the City of Linton in 2019 when a 30-foot section of sidewalk between CR 
1100 W and Phil Harris Parkway was added. At the same time, an 18-inch CMP was added to convey 
drainage along an existing side ditch beneath the constructed section of trail. This is the only section of the 
trail that extends into the recommended National Register boundary for Humphreys Park. This already-
built portion of the trail is considered part of the federal undertaking for this project. Therefore, the effects 
for that portion of the trail are being taken into account as part of the Section 106 review. 

5. EXPLAIN APPLICATION OF CRITERIA OF ADVERSE EFFECT – INCLUDE CONDITIONS 
OR FUTURE ACTIONS TO AVOID, MINIMIZE OR MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS

According to 36 CFR 800.5(a)(1) “An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or 
indirectly, any of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the 
National Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.”

Humphreys Park (IHSSI #055-362-27020) – The criteria of adverse effect, as defined in 36 CFR 
800.5(a)(1) the criteria of adverse effect do not apply. The undertaking will alter the existing setting within 
the park beyond its present condition, but it will not alter Humphreys Park in a manner that diminishes its 
historic integrity. The addition of a new sidewalk, adjacent trail, signage, and pavement markings will not 
adversely alter the setting within the park. 

Per 800.5(a)(2)(i), the undertaking will not result in the, “Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of 
the property.” 

Per 36 CFR 800.5(a)2(ii), the undertaking will not cause an “Alteration of a property, including restoration, 
rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, stabilization, hazardous material remediation and provision of 
handicapped access, that is not consistent with the Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties and/or other applicable guidelines.” The addition of a new sidewalk, adjacent trail, signage, and 
pavement markings will not diminish the integrity of the park nor will the portion of the trail that will be 
visible from the park diminish the integrity of the park. 

Per 36 CFR 800.5(a)2(iii), the undertaking will not result in the, “Removal of the property from its historic 
location.” 

Per 36 CFR 800.5(a)2(iv), the undertaking will not result in a, “Change of the character of the property’s 
use or of physical features within the property’s setting that contribute to its historic significance.” Changes 
in the viewshed, such as the addition of a new sidewalk, adjacent trail, signage, and pavement markings 
will not change the character of the park and the physical features that contribute to its historic significance 
in this area such that the overall integrity of the park will be diminished. The existing viewshed/streetscape 
includes modern sidewalks, signage, curbing, ramps, pavement markings, and lighting which were installed 
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outside the period of significance. These changes will not diminish the historic integrity of the park. The 
historical use/character of the park has been recreational, and it likely included walkways and paths since 
its creation so the addition of a new sidewalk and adjacent trail within its setting is consistent with the 
historic character and use of the park.

Per 36 CFR 800.5(a)2(v), the undertaking will not cause the, “Introduction of visual, atmospheric or audible 
elements that diminish the integrity of the property’s significant historic features.” Changes in the 
viewshed/streetscape, such as the addition of a new sidewalk, adjacent trail, signage, and pavement 
markings will introduce visual elements to the park. However, these elements will be very similar to existing 
elements nearby, will not be highly visible, and will not diminish the integrity of the property’s significant 
historic features. 

Per 36 CFR 800.5(a)2(vi), the undertaking will not result in the, “Neglect of a property which causes its 
deterioration…”  

Per 36 CFR 800.5(a)2(vii), the undertaking will not cause the, “Transfer, lease, or sale of property out of 
Federal ownership or control…” Ownership of the park will not change as a result of this project.

6. SUMMARY OF CONSULING PARTIES AND PUBLIC VIEWS

As noted above, early coordination was initiated on June 17, 2019. All consulting parties received the early 
coordination materials via email and in addition, the SHPO, the Mayor of Linton, and the City of Linton 
Parks Department were mailed a hard copy of the materials. Those who agreed to be consulting parties are 
shown in bold below and highlighted in Appendix C, page 1-2. 

State Historic Preservation Officer (Automatic Consulting Party)
Southern Indiana Development Commission
Greene County Commissioners
Greene County Highway Supervisor
Greene County Historian
Greene County Historical Society
Indiana Landmarks – Western Regional Office
Mayor of Linton
City of Linton, Parks Department
Delaware Nation of Indians, Oklahoma
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians

In a letter dated July 10, 2019, the Indiana SHPO staff found no additional consulting parties that should 
be invited beyond those that had already been invited to be consulting parties. See Appendix D, page 6-7 
for a copy of the communication.

The HPR and Phase Ia Archaeology Report were uploaded to IN SCOPE and an email was sent to 
consulting parties notifying them of the reports on September 6, 2019. Hard copies of these materials were 
also mailed to the SHPO on that same day. 
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In a letter dated October 10, 2019, the SHPO staff agreed with the recommendations of the HPR, stating in 
part the following, “[t]he proposed area of potential effects (“APE”) appears to be of adequate size to 
encompass the geographic area in which direct and indirect effects of a project of this nature could occur.” 
Subsequently, the SHPO staff concurred with the findings within the HPR. See Appendix D, pages 14-15 
for a copy of the communication. 

In the October 10, 2019 letter referenced above, the SHPO staff also agreed with the recommendations of 
the archaeological report, stating in part the following: “[w]hile there is a minor deviation in the current 
design of the project and what was covered by the archaeological, it is our opinion that no further 
archaeological investigations appear necessary at this proposed project area.” Please see Appendix D, pages 
14-15 for a copy of this communication.

On February 13, 2020, a preliminary effects letter recommending a finding of “No Adverse Effect” was 
uploaded to IN SCOPE and an email was sent to consulting parties notifying them of the letter. A hard copy 
of the letter was mailed to SHPO on that same day. 

In a letter dated March 5, 2020, the SHPO staff responded to the effects letter stating, “[w]e agree with the 
opinions expressed in the February 13 effects letter that Humphreys Park, which is determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (“NRHP”) under Criterion A & C, will not be adversely 
affected by this project.” Please see Appendix D, pages 22-23 for a copy of this communication. 

No additional comments were received during Section 106 consultation.

A public notice will be published in the Greene County Daily World newspaper seeking the views of the 
public regarding the effects of the proposed project on the historic elements within the APE. Comments 
from the public will be accepted for 30 days following the publication of the notice. If any substantive 
comments are received during this period, this document will be revised to include them.

APPENDICES

A – Maps 
B – General Photographs  
C – Consulting Parties List
D – Consulting Parties Correspondence
E – Historic Property Short Report Summary and Archaeological Report Summary 
F – Stage 1 Plans
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